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Ms NELSON-CARR (Mundingburra—ALP) (4.24 p.m.): I, too, rise to support this bill, which will

amend five acts dealing with the administration of education in Queensland. Both the member for Algester
and I have been very involved with the minister in making these changes and as they were debated. I
would like to take this opportunity to commend the minister on not only the content of what was discussed
but also on her manner, her approach and her amazing attention to detail. I find it absolutely
gobsmackingly amazing that the member for Burnett could criticise the minister for her negotiating skills.
The minister is actually a master negotiator. She is persuasive and strong, but she is very fair. So, thank
you. 

Consultations on this amendment bill will be taking place in Townsville tomorrow, Wednesday, and
once again I congratulate the minister on ensuring that schools and the general public are briefed on this
legislation. Education Queensland's Assistant Director of Curriculum, Debbie Best, will meet with the
school principals in Townsville tomorrow afternoon and will hold community information sessions tomorrow
night. 

As a parent and a former teacher I have a real vested interest in wanting the very best educational
outcomes for our students, the teachers and the community and I believe that these amendments will do
exactly that. The population growth in Townsville and Thuringowa has passed the 155,000 mark. As such
our schools are correspondingly requiring more staff numbers, resources and capital improvements to
cope with increasing student numbers. State schools are doing a superb job in educating our children, but
without private schools, which also do a wonderful job, there would be an impossible demand on our state
system. Townsville is no exception in that regard. 

Assistance to eligible non-state schools should be delivered by the state government, but it is
important that the support given is properly reflective of the needs of the schools in question and of their
financial situations through a more streamlined approach in data collection. I do not believe that there will
be a new bureaucracy created by this move. I am very pleased that with the amendments come some
changes to capital assistance to non-state schools being allocated according to need. While this occurs
already the amendments will provide more clarity. 

I have a great deal of sympathy for many of the Catholic schools who actually take on a lot of non-
fee paying students and they have to foot the bill for that. Last week I visited Abergowrie Catholic College
up near Ingham and I would really like to congratulate John Crowley, the principal, who took me through
the school. I met the students, most of whom are indigenous and most of whom are boarders. Those white
students who are there have usually not made it in the state system. They have been expelled, excluded,
and so they end up here. This school just blew me away. It was fantastic in every way and they were
making the most of a very, very tight budget. The staff love it, the students love it and they have incredible
outcomes. I believe last year only one student who left the school does not have a job. It is a real credit to
them. They turn around students. They turn around their behaviour, they turn around their attitude and they
are just wonderful. I will be going back there for a speech day next Saturday. 
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At this point it is worthy of reflection, too, that in the hottest parts of Queensland where the Beattie
government in the 2004-05 budget allocated $17.6 million for school airconditioning through the Cooler
Schools program, $1.6 million of that amount was for non-government schools. 

On the matter of criminal history checks for mature age students in state educational institutions with
the exception of distance education and special schools, it is vital to protect a person's civil rights but so,
too, is the need to protect younger people who may also be attending those classes. I welcome measures
in this legislation designed to ensure that children will not be put at risk from persons who may be intent on
causing them harm. I commend the bill to the House. 
File name: nelc2004_11_09_79.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Education Legislation Amendment Bill
	Ms NELSON-CARR (Mundingburra-ALP) (4.24 p.m.): I, too, rise to support this bill, which will amend five acts dealing with the ad...
	Consultations on this amendment bill will be taking place in Townsville tomorrow, Wednesday, and once again I congratulate the m...
	As a parent and a former teacher I have a real vested interest in wanting the very best educational outcomes for our students, t...
	Assistance to eligible non-state schools should be delivered by the state government, but it is important that the support given...
	I have a great deal of sympathy for many of the Catholic schools who actually take on a lot of non- fee paying students and they...
	At this point it is worthy of reflection, too, that in the hottest parts of Queensland where the Beattie government in the 2004-...
	On the matter of criminal history checks for mature age students in state educational institutions with the exception of distanc...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


